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Pivati matronam fexagcnariam fimili modo libera- 
vit arthritide, qua fex menfes vexata fucrat. In magno 
tumere fuerunt digiti continuo trementes, et bra- 
chium unum convulftonibus agitatum eft. Sed poft 
duo minuta prima, quam vires eleclricitatis experra 
crat, tremor digitorum defiir. Poftero die tumor 
ita decrevit, ut chirothecas induere, et officio ma- 
nuum fungi potuerit matrona. 

Hjec adeo clara funt, ut nullus videatur locus du- 
bitandi de auxilio, quod medicinam fibi ex eiectrici- 
tate comparare pofle cenfeo. Qua in fententia ani- 
mum meum confirmat fuffragium, quo judicii pie- 
nus et in re medica verfatiftimus Morgagni , in 
academia Patavina anatomise profeftor, explicatum 
fibi a Pivati negotium egregie comprobavit, eum- 
que, fubminiftratis confiliis, impenfe cohortatus eft 
ad rem medicinae accommodatam generique humano 
fruciuofilfimam novis fubinde laboribusperficiendam. 


XIX. A Letter from Mr. Henry Baker 
F. R. S , to the Prefident, concerning feveral 
Medical Experiments of Electricity. 

A I R, 

Read March 13.'" ■ s KOUGH perhaps as many curious 
!748 ' J[ and well-contrived Experiments 

have been made in E7igland as in all the other 
Parts of Europe, to difeover the general Laws and 
Properties of Electricity 5 we have not hitherto at¬ 
tended to the Effects that may be thereby produced 
in the Bodies of living Animals, any fuither than 

to 
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to a fibreourfclves they may be killed thereby; a 
Suppofition that Difeafes may be cured by means of 
this Power, having met with fo little Countenance 
amongft us, that very few Trials have been made, 
to a (certain what, in d.ftemper’d Cafes, it can or 
cannot perform. Foreigners , on the contrary, feem 
fond of believing, that the fubtil electric Fluid (be 
it Fire, /Ether, or whatever c:fc) which can per¬ 
vade all bodies, and (being accumulated) even kill 
an Animal, in certain Circumftances, and by cer¬ 
tain Methods of Application, may, pofiibly, in 
other Circumftances, and applied in different De¬ 
grees, and by different Methods, fo operate on the 
F.uids or Solids, and perhaps on both, that very 
beneficial and fa’utary Effects * may rcfult therefrom. 

With this View the Abbe A lolkt made fcveral 
Experiments on living Birds, Kittens, and human 
Bodies; and if we may give Credit to the Accounts 
thereof communicated to us, he found, in every 
Trial, that Ferfpiration was fo confiderably pro¬ 
moted thereby, as to caufe a very fenfiblc Difference 
between the Weight of fuch Animals as had been 
electrified, and others of the fame Kind that were 
treated exactly ahke in every refpeft befidcs: Whence 
he naturally concludes, that, in Cafes where it is 
neccffary to quicken the Circulation of the Fluids, 
and throw off a greater Quantity of the perfpitable 
Matter, Electricity muft be greatly ufeful. 


The 


* A, is 
*■ 479 ' 


fuggefted by Dr. Mortimer in t’refe Tranfnet. n. 476, 

C. M. 



[ 2 72 ] 

The Philofophers in Italy and Germany have ap¬ 
plied their Induftry to difcover by Experiment, how 
far Electricity may, fimply and in itfelf, be of Ser¬ 
vice in fcvcral Difcafcs, and likewife how far it may 
conduce towards conveying the more fubtile and ac- 
five Effluvia of ufeful Medicines, either into the whole 
Body, or into fome diftempered Part.——Mr. IVatfon 
read, 1 aft Thnrfday , before the Royal Society, an 
Abftract of the preceding Paper, lent to Dr. Morti¬ 
mer from Leipjic , by Profeflbr Winckler , of fcvcral 
Experiments to this Purpofe, made at Venice by M. 
Rivati, and repeated afterwards by himfclf at Leip- 
jic with the fame Succefs. He gives Inftances of ia- 
turating, by Electrification, with the Effluvia of 
Balfam of Rem, and of Sulphur, fo as to produce 
very remarkable Effects.; and of taking a Fit of the 
Gout away intirely, by conveying into the Part af¬ 
flicted the fanative Effluvia of warm and difeutient 
Drugs. 

My ingenious Friend Dr. Jofeph Bruni, one of 
the principal Phyficians at Turin , and Fellow of 
our Royal Society , has likewife Pent to me an Ac¬ 
count, lately received by him, of Experiments made 
at Rome , and at Bologna ; which 1 now, Sir, lay 
before you, in order to fnew what Attempts to the 
fame Purpofe have been made in different Countries, 

and by different People.-The Doctor informs 

me, that at Turin they have repeated, with great 
Succefs, the electrical Experiments made in Eng¬ 
land, whereof I had fent him printed Accounts; 
that People all over Italy are bufily at Work ma¬ 
king electrical Experiments; and that, at Bologna, 
the electrical Power has been applied to the Cure 
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of Difeafes. He then gives me a Tranfcript of an 
Account Pent him from thence in the French Lan¬ 
guage, which, tranflated, is as follows. 

A Man, who had been for a whole Twelvemonth 
deaf of one Ear, with a continual Noife in it like 
the Running of Water, attended with moil violent 
Pain whenever he lay with that Ear uppermoft, 
coming to Dr. Verati for Advice, the Doctor elec¬ 
trified him, bringing out Abundance of fiery Sparks 
around the diftemper’d Ear j which, in about five 
Minutes that the Electrification was continued, be¬ 
came as red as if a bliftering Plaifter had been ap¬ 
plied to it. But the Rednefs difappeared in a few 
Minutes after, the Patient paffed the Night with lefs 
Pain and Noife, and was perfectly cured of his Dif- 
order. 

A Footman belonging to the Laid Doctor, being 
taken fuddenly ill of a violent Pain in the Head, 
which continued many Hours, he was thereupon 
electrified, the Doctor caufing the Sparks of Fire to 
jfilxe from the Temple wherein the Pain was felt. 
The Part appeared red, the Pain abated ; in three 
Hours it was intirely gone, and has never returned 
face. 

A Woman that nurfed one of the Doctor’s Chil¬ 
dren, having had a moft grievous Difordcr in her 
Eyes for forne Months, with a continual Running 
of Water from one of them, and a conftant Pain 
over the Eye-lid, came to the Doctor for Advice ; 
who immediately electrified her, bringing out the 

fiery 
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fiery Sparks about the Eye and Eye-lid, whereby 
the Eye appeared very much blood -fhot; but that 
went off in 7 or 8 Minutes. The Woman felt lefs 
Pain the following Night, and opened her Eye in 
the Morning more cafily, and without being ob¬ 
liged t‘o wipe it, as fhe did before: The watry Hu¬ 
mour "and Pain were much diminifned; and the 
Docfor hoped, that, by repeating the Operation twice 
more, he fhouid be able to cure her quite. 

Dr. Bruni gives me next his Information from 
Rome ; which is, that a Gcnt’cman there cover’d 
the internal Surface of a Cylinder of Glafs (which 
fome ufe inftead of a Globe) with a purgative Me¬ 
dicine ; and that a Man, electrified therewith, found 
on the Spot the fame Effects as if he had fwallowed 
the Medicine. He then recommends to us in Eng¬ 
land to try how far the eledtric Power may be of 
Service in Diftempcrs. 

Thcfe Cafes, Sir, and particularly the laft, as it may 
to fome appear extravagant and whimfical, I fhouid 
have been cautious of bringing before the Royal 
Society , had you not judged it proper they fnould 
be added to thofe fimilar Accounts from other 
Places which were read to us laft Meeting. I think 
neither myfelf nor Dr. Biuni anfwerable for the 
Truth of thcfe Pacts, as we relate no more than 
what we have received. In Truth, all the Bkano- 
n:ena in Elcciricity are fo wonderful, that it is Scarcely 
prudent to deny the Poflibiiity of any Accounts 
concerning it, till we have made Experiments care¬ 
fully ourfeives. We are very Jure it is poftlble to 

render 
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render a living Body replete with eledrical Effluvia, 
or to tranfmit and fend fuch Effluvia through a 
living Body, in a Stream, as long as we think pro¬ 
per : We are not fure that it is impoffible for thefe 
Effluvia to convey with them into that living Body 
the mod fubtile and active Effluvia of other Sub- 
ftances; and if they can do fo, the Effeds fuggefted 
are not wholly improbable; for feveral Experiments 
have proved, that a very minute Quantity of Me¬ 
dicine, transfufed diredly into the Blood, and circu¬ 
lating Fluids, will have the fame EfFed as a large 
Dofe thereof taken into the Stomach. Therefore 
even this laft Cafe, romantic as it may feem, fhould 
not be abfolutely condemned without a fair Tryal; 
fince we all, I believe, remember the Time, when 
thofe Thanomena in Eledricity, which are now the 
mod common and familiar to us, would have been 
thought deferving as little Credit, as the Cafe under 
Confederation may feem to do, had Accounts of 
them been fentus from Rome-, Venice , or Bologna y 
and had wenever experienced them ourfelves. 

I am proud to feize every Occafton to afFure you 
with what great Refped I am, 

SIR, 

Strand, Marche, Xour mojl faithful and 
1748. 

obedient humble Servant , 

Henry Baker. 



